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AGENDA TITLE: Replacement of Press Box at the Grape B o w l  (221 Lawrence 
Street, Lodi! 

MEETING DATE: Marckt 3 ,  1993 

PREPARED BY: Parks and Recreation Director 
- 

RECOWENDED ACTION: Review and approve the Press Box project in the Grape 
Bowl (Stadium). 

BACKGROUND INFORXATION: In December of 1990, w e  had a fire at the Grape Bowl 
(Stadium) which destroyed the press box. 

In conversation with the City Manager, it was his feeling that the replacement 
of the press box should be the responsibility of the School District and not th.. 
City. His reasoning was based on use and finances of the City. I contacted the 
School District with this information and position acd suggested a formation of 
a committee of interested people to see if we could biiiid ii neiJ press box. They- 
were not real excited about our thinKing, but did feel a press box was still 
needed. 

A committee was formed headed up by Jim Frost, (the then Principal at Lodi High 
School) and Pete Saco, Lodi High Athletic Director. We received a very good 
turnout with a lot of enthusiasm. From that committee, plans were drawn and a 
financial plan was put into place. The financial plan was basicslly to secure 
donations and volunteers to build the facility. The "Everett Luiz Family" 
kicked off the drive with a 55,000.00 donation in Everett's name. Various 
committee people went out and secured commitments for assistance ( $ )  and 
donations of goods, materials, or services. 

We reached the point of being ready to gc, with the exception that w e  felt 
we were $20,000.00 light in our construction fund. Bill Keehfeis, Meehleis 
Modular, came to the forefront to volunteer to build the facility and use his 
contractor's license, etc. Additionally, the School District volunteered 
$20,000.00 O f  construction dollars from a student body fund at the two high 
schools, with repayment coming from the annual Lodi/Tokay High School football 
games (special game assessments), until the loan is paid o f f .  

Hr. Pete Saco, Athletic Director, will be present tonight to walk us 
through highlights of the press box history. He will introduce Mr. Scott Dasko, 
Architect (who volunteered the plan work) to present the project, Bill Meehleis, 
to talk about construction, Sac0 - finances, and to seek your approval to move 
forward with the project. 

The target for  construction would be to start this Spring and finish by mid 
August, readying the press box f o r  Fall footbail 1993. 

Please see attached Exhibit A (City information) and Exhibit B, an outline 
f o r  tcnight's presen ta t ion  by Xr. Saco. 

APPROVED - 

THOMAS A PETERSON recycled PWeI 
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FUNDING: Basically, none. The Community Pe.reiopment Department has incurred 
some plan checking expense and Parks and Recreation will pick up the 
architect check cost $350.00-5400.00 in our current budget. 

7 

Director 
Parks and Recreation Department 

RW: erb 
Attachments 

cc: Bob McNatt, City Attorney 

't 



C I T Y  O F  L O D I  

February 9 ,  1993 

Bill Meehleis 
Meehleis Modular Buildings 
1303 East todi Avenue 
Lodi, CA 95240  

Subject: GRAPE BOWL PRESS BOX C0NS'I'RUc"ION 

Dear Bill: 

hs we discussed yesterday at lllnch, the need for  a detailed agreement 
between the parties regarding the press box construction at the Grape B o w l  
seems to have disappeared. In my conversation with Mamie Starr, it appears 
that Lodi Unified School District's concerns have beer. addressed and that 
we can now proceed on informal basis. 

As I understand the situation, it is propose3 that the District will loan 
$20,000 'to the student body association, rhich will then deposit that 
amount in the trust account at Farmers a.id Merchants Bank [Account 
p00165379). You will then be able (with the signature of the other 
trustees) to directly write checks based on invoices for additional 
construction costs. 

Upon completion of the project, any unencumbered funds remaining in the 
account will be returned to the student body association. The association 
will reimburse the District for the loan by a surcharge on tickets to 
certain events held at the Grape Bowl. In this way, neither the City nor 
the District is directly involved in the construction of the project. 

In order to lay a "paper trail" it is requested that upon ccmpletion of the 
project, you execute a quitclaim deed (which I will prepare) for the 
improvements to the City's real property. The presentation of this deed 
would also give us the opportunity to publicly express the City's gratitude 
for your generous gift. 
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If this is consistent with your understanding and agreeable to you, please 
acknowledge by just initialing and returning a copy of this iettar to me in 
the enclosed envelope. 

Best regards. 

BOB W. McNATT 
City Attorney 

BM : vc 

cc: Darwin Kinghorn, Esquire, W S D  
Mamie Starr, Facility Planner, LUSD 
Marilyn Domingo, Business Manager, LUSD 
Ron Williamson. Parks and Recreation Dept. 
Douglas Frueh, Tokay High School 
Jim P r y o t  
Pete Saco, Lodi High School 
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GRAPE BOWL PRESSBOX FUND 

DOfJATlONS CAN BE HAD€ TO. 

Farmers & Merchants Bank 
?Z Grape Bowl Pressbox Fund 
At  t. Safe Deposl t 
C a l l  Box 3000 
Locll, CA 952121 

I 

FOR THOSE WISHING TO MAKE A DONATION IN PERSON, PLEASE GO TO THE : 

Farmers SI Merchants Bank (Main Branch) 
Safe- Depos 1 t L 1 ne 
121 w. Plne St. 
Lodi , CA 



Ron W i l l i a m s o n  
1 2 5  N o r t h  S t o c k t o n  S t .  
L o d i ,  C a .  9 5 2 4 0  

Dear Ron, 

I t  w a s  n i c e  t a l k i n g  w i t h  IOU l a s t  week, l e t s  g e t  t o g e t h e r  s o m e t i m e  
s o o n  f o r  l u n c h .  

T h e  f i r e  a t  t h e  S r a p e  Bowl s a d d e n e d  us a l l  a n d  t a l k i n g  w i t h  y o u  a b o u t  
t h e  p r e s s  b o x  b r o u g h t  b a c k  a l o t  o f  g r e a t  m e m o r i e s  n o t  o n l y  a s  a m e m b e r  
o f  t h e  F l a m e s  f o o t b a l l  t e a m ,  b u t  a s  a c o a c h  a n d  s p e c t a t o r .  

A s  y o u  ma] know a l l  t h e  L u i z  b r o t h e r s  ( 6 )  a n d  s o  f a r  ( 4 )  g r a n d s o n s  h a v e  
p a r t i c i p a t e d  o n  t h a t  p l a y i n g  f i e l d ,  a n d  o u r  e n t i r e  f a m i l y  h a s  e n j o y e d  
L o d i  s p o r t s  f o r  man) y e a r s .  

T h e  l o s s  o f  o u r  f a t h e r  a n d  h u s b a n d  'was very  h a r d  f o r  u s ,  b u t  we b e l i e v e  
he w o u l d  b e  p l e a s e d  t o  nave  t h e  m e m o r i a l  f u n d  b e  u s e d  t o  r e n o v a t e  t h e  
p r e s s  b o x  a t  t h e  G r a p e  B o w l .  

k'e w i s h  t o  d o n a t e  BScOO.00 t o  g e t  t h i s  p r o j e c t  s t a r t e d  s o  t h a t  i t  ma) 
b e  u s e d  a t  t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h e  1 9 9 1  s e d s o n .  

We w i l l  b e  w a i t i n g  t o  h e a r  f r o m  y o u  o n  t h e  a b o v e  m a t t e r .  

- 2- 
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l ike  we’re -going to exceed the 
$2:,,000,”hc snld 
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Buck passed on,press box financing 
By TAhlllA AI>ILhIEK 

News-Sentinel staff writer 
The city docs not want to p a y  for 

;I building it is not going to use. 
hnd local high schools cannot  

pay for sorncthing they don’t have 
thr. rnoncy for. 

3lc;mnwhile, there is nothing h i t  
3 big hole atop thc bleachers at the 
!.oh Grape I30ivl - the city.owncd 
stadium uscd for high school foot. 
! ~ ! l  games. The hole was left in 
I,ccc.mber w h t i i  vandals  a p .  
parently burned down the old, 
wooden prcss box that  $too4 there .  

“It’s go tkn  to bc a qucst ion i n  
adrninistrntion - whose rcsponsi. 
bility is it?” Parks a i d  Recreation 
Lhrector Ron Williamson said. ’The  
c i ty  doesn’t nced u prcss box. I f  the 
press box i s  rebuilt, we’d likc to see 
the school district involved.” 

f3ut according to school of fk ids ,  
!he district does not have  the 
rrioricj.. T h e  school district is in 
di re  l inancid straits,” said i x r o y  
Carney, director of sccond:iry i r i -  
s t ruct ional  scrviccs for I d i  
Unificd School District. 

*We can’t wait much longcr,” 
C m e y  said. “Football season is 
starting in Septcnibcr and t h w e s  
nothing there.“ 

Lodi and Tokay high schools 
rent the Grape i3owl from t!ic city 
for their home football gnmcs. 
During football season, the press 
box is used by the game’s 211. 
nounccr, both home and visiting 
coaches and a camera person who 
films the action on the field. 

According to ‘1’ok:iy Iligh School 
Atldctic Director Jonnnc I b b i i i c .  

.I,.<..> ~ , I Athletic Dircctor I’ctc S:ko said hc  
i s  ready to take the l u n ~ p ~  and  is Steve Virrey of the Parks and Recreation Department stands or1 
hurritdly +king stcps to get the the site of the press box whose demolition he supervised. 
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f'rn7KT hC-3IiI.X : Ron Will i , tnson,  Dlrectol- 
Parks and Iiecreat icin Dep;trtrent -: 

Tiequest is  made for fu;.,ds to accuqlis:? the fol lwirq project rstlich was R o t  i r?clcbd in +&F. 
carrent budget. 

EstLmtru l  Cost -____ Description of Project 

Torn, per o u r  conversation and rn te t ing  with t h e  school district $ 4 ,  coo. 60 
administration the other day,  you directed me to proceed with 
demolition of rhe press box at the Grape Bowl. Our low bid was $3,000. 
We have added a contingency of $l,COO because of unexpected situations 
that might arise. 

We hake contacted Public Works fo; ropriate contract form to do 
this related work and will follow same 

Ron Williamson, Director 
Parks and Recreation Department 

cc: Tom Peterson 
Marilyn Field 

(If ycu need mre space, use addi t iona l  sheet and attach to t h i s  form.) 

Date of Approval 

Counci 1 City  Vmager 

&noun t Approved 

- 
FUND OR A ( 3 X "  TO BE C W W X D  

Current Budget $ Prior Y e a r  *serve $ 

Ccntingent Rrnd s General Fun2 Surplus $ 

Capital Outlay ,%serve .$ Reimbursable Account $ 

Utility Outlay Peserve $ %her: (Specify) 

- 
- R o b e r t  H. Holm, Finance Director Thms A. Peterson, City Manager 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - - - _ _ _ _ _ _ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
-Submit this form in duplicate to the Finance Director. 
-bc as follows: 1) Originatha Departrent 2) F i n m c e  Depnrtmert 

Distr ibut ion after approval will 



I 
MEMORANDUM, C i t y  of  L o d i ,  Cornunity Development Department 

TO : kon Williamson, Parks & Recr..?ation D i r e c t o r  

FROM : ?oger G. Houston, Chief  Bui ld ’ng Inspector  

DATE : -1anuar-y 15, 1991 

SUBJECT: *innouncing Booth a t  the Grape Bcwl 

On January 14, 1991 an inspect ion was conductpd a t  the Grape Eowl 
concerning the announcing booth. 
inspect ion:  

The followina are r e s u l t s  o f  t h a t  

1. The s t ruc tu re  i s  a t  the end o f  i t s  usefu l  l i f e  span. It i s  
s t r u c t u r a l l y  insecure, deter iorated,  aitd the s t a i r s  do n o t  meet 
today ’ s code. 

2. 

3.  

Ycur department repai red the booth about one year  ago t o  t ry  
arTd squeeze another three t o  f i v e  years wt of the s t r u c t u r e .  

F i r e  has  damaged the center  sec t i on  dest roy ing the  framing and 
e l e c t r i c a l  systems. 

Whether t h ?  s t r u c t u r e  should be repai red n u s t  be bzsed on a comparison 
of the r e p a i r  cost  t o  the use fu l  l i f e  span remainins. 
t h a t  the booth be demolished and a new s t r m t u r e  e r e l t e d  t h a t  meets 
today’s codes and standards. 

I wouId recommend 

RGH:dsg 

cc: Ci ty rlanager 
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LODl GRAPE BOWL PRESS BOX-UPDATE 

MARCH 3, 1993 

1. Historical Background-Pete Sac0 

2. Architectural Design--Scott Dasko 
. .  
' 3. Financial Picture-Pete Sac0 

4. Construction Update--Bill Meehleis and Jim Pryor 

5. Closing Remarks and Questions-Pete Sac0 
.. . 

Jim Pryor-Project Manager 
Bill Meeh!els--Building Contractor 
Scott Dasko-Architect 
Steve Virrey--Parks and Recreation Department 
Ron Wlllfarnson--Dlrector, Parks and Recreation Dept. 
Doug Frueh-Tokay High School Athletic Director 
Pete Saco-Lodl High School Athletic Director 

LODl GRAPE SOWL PRESS BOX STILL NEEDS FUNDS1 DONATtONS 
CAN BE SENT TO: 

. '  

Farmer8 avld Merchants Bank 
c/o Grape Bowl Pressbox Fund 
Att: Sate Uepbsit 
Cell Box 3000' 
Lodf, CA 95241 

i 


